UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Robert J. Wittman NOV 16 2021
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Wittman:

Thank you for your September 23, 2021 letter expressing concern about the potential
closure of commissaries in the event of a Government shutdown.

We agree that commissaries provide military families a vital subsistence source, and we
consider the ability for our eligible patrons to use their benefit paramount. As an excepted
activity, our overseas and remote locations will always remain open.

Additionally, the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) will keep all commissary
locations open and fully operational using its Defense Working Capital Fund (DWCF) during a
lapse of appropriations. Once DeCA’s DWCF has been exhausted, all commissaries not
authorized to remain open under the Department of Defense’s standing guidance for continuation
of operations during a lapse of appropriations will conduct an orderly shutdown, until which time
appropriations are fully restored. We look forward to timely enactment of appropriations
necessary for commissary operations.

Thank you for your continued strong support for our Service members, veterans, and
families.

Sincerely,

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.



